ABSTRACT

TA=11-141 19th Century
Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren

Hagerstown Vicinity

private

This limestone church would appear to date from the second
quarter of the 19th century. It is typical of 19th century Bre-
thren Churches in the area vhich are uamually unadorned buildings
one story in height., This structure illustrates the regional
importance of the native limestone as a building material which
was used extensivély during the 18th and early 19th centuries
for houses, barns, mills, churches, bridges and fences.

The Brethren Church is today and has been since the 18th

century a strong denomination in ""ashington County with a large
following.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This limestone church is located on the east side of Vhite Hall Road at its intersection with
Beaver Creek Church Road southeast of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland. It is situ-
ated on an area of relatively level ground with its entrance gable wall facing south, It is
built of roughly coursed limestone, five bays in length, three wide and one story in height.
Added to the original building at its northwest corner is a modern brick extension dated 1968.
Attached to the north end wall is a one and a half story sheathed log dwelling for the chur=
ch's pastor.

Flat arches of stone are present above the doors and windows. A semi~circular arch is set in
the south end gable above the entrance. Openings have narrow beaded frames which hold large
nine over six pane double hung sash windows. At the central opening in the west elevation,
now a window, there is evidence of alteration to the masonry which may suggest that a door was
present there at one time. A fan light with ray muntins is centered iIn the south gable, The
main entrance is wide with a pair of double four panel doors hung beneath a six light transom.

The roof of the church is sheathed with standing seam sheet metal and terminates with tap .4
barge boards set directly againt the end walls.

The building has been completely refurbished at the interior. It appears to be in excellent
condition,

A cemetery is located west of the church and contains markers with dates from the 18th, 19th
and 20th centuries., Among the people interred here is Bishop Christian Newcomer, a prominént
leader in the church during the late 18th century. According to history of the Brethren
Church, this property was acquired by the church in 1846, It is obvious however, that a
church had been established here prior to that time.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This limestone church would appear to date from the second quarter of the 19th century., It is
typical of 19th century Brethren Churches in the area which are usually unadorned buildings
one story in height. This structure illustrates the regional importance of the native lime=
stone as a building material which was uséd extensively during the 18th and early 19th cen=-
turies for houses, barns, mills, churches, bridges and fences.

Tk~ Brethren Church is today and has been since the 18th century a strong denomination in
e  ington County with a large following.,
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE - .
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION ) DATE v
Washington County Historical Sites Survey . February 1978
STREET & NUMBER : TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Hagerstown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
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